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f^<^L    iL'  n         THE  HOUSEHOLD  QALEMDAR  . 

A  radio  talk  by  Howena  Schmidt  Carpenter,  B-areau  of  Home  Economics,  de- 
livered through.  1?P.C  and-44  other  associate  IBC  radio  stations,  in  the  national 
Farm  and  Home  Hour  December  10,  1931. 


Ho!7  do  you  do,  Plomemalcers  I 

Lilce  5;^ou  and  everybody  else,  I'm  full  of  ideas  about  Christmas  todaj?". 
Of  course  that's  natural  on  the  tenth  of  December  but  I  have  a  better  reason 
than  that.    I  took  a  little  boy  to  see  Santa  Glaus  ye.sterday,  to  shake  hands 
with  a  very  jovial  f^enerous  Santa  in  one  of  the  stores  here  in  Washington.  And 
after  Santa  Glaus  had  promised  us  we'd  get  everything  we  wished  for  Christmas 
we  looked  around  to  see  ivhat  he  had  to  offer.    'The  small  boy  kept  urging  me  to 
"See  there?"  and  "See  here?",  pointing  excitedly  one  way  and. another,  y/hich 
gave  me  a  v^onderful  chance  to  look  over  the  tremendous  outlay  of  playthings.  I 
saw  many  things  very  delightful  for  children,  and  many  others  not  suitable  at 
all  for  one  reason  or  another.    And,  as  you.  well  Imow,  price  is  not  an  indication 
of  suitability.    There  are  expensive  toys  that  are  fine,  and  inexpensive  ones 
that  are  just  as  fine,  and  at  all  prices  there  are  poor  ones. 

As  I  looked  over  this  grand  array  I  couldn't  help  thinking  how  iixach 
money  would  be  wasted  in  these  next  two  weeks,  wasted  by  fond  aunts  and  uncles, 
cousins,     friends,  and  even-parents  choosing  unwisely  from  the  bewildering  as- 
sortment.   Let  none  of  us  be  g-uilty  of  wasting  money  this  year  when  so  many 
people  are  in  real  need.-  And  aside  from  the  money,  let's  not  waste  the  chance 
to  select  something  that  is  just  right  for  the  child  who,  is  to  get  it. 

That  makes  me  think  of  a  closet  shelf  I  know  about,  —  a  shelf  that  is 
full  of  toys  given  to  a  small  boy  s.  jeax  or  two  years  before  he  was  ready  for 
them.  —    SoiAO  of  .the' toys  are  too  heavy,  some  too  sharp,  some  too  complica.ted 
to  \7ork,  but  all  that  have  been  saved  will  be  good  playthings  bye  and  bye.  Such 
mistakes  aren't  nearly  so  bad,  of  course,  as  the,  .toyij  that  will  never  be  just 
right  at  cjiy  age,  and  it  is  perfectly  possible  for  us  gromi-ups  to  be  misled 
into  buying  that  kind,  too. 

It's  a  shame  to  go  astraj?-  in  our  selection  when  the  stores  are  full  of 
good  toys,  —  playthings  that  have  a  double  purpose,  because  they  delight,  amuse, 
and  entertain  the  child,  at  the  same  time  they  contribute  something  to  his  devel- 
opment.   ITow  don't  feel  as  one  adult  I  laiow  does  that  a  toy  ought  to  be  for  fxm 
and  for  nothing  else.    That  is  just  out  of  the  question,  because  any  plaything 
that  is  really  fun  to  use  for  any  length  of  tim.e  just  can't  help  teaching  some- 
thing.   That's  not  hard  to  believe  when  we  remember  that  all  of  the  child's 
early  experiences  are  in  play,  and  that  we  all  come  into  the  world  knowing  just 
nothing  much  at  all.     ■'^e  have  learned,  you  and  I,   (very  long  ago  to  be  sure), 
tha.t  some  things  are  hard,  some  soft;  some  are  solid,  some  hollow;  some  break  if 
they  fall  or  are  dropped  while  others  bounce  and  still  others  make  a  loud  clangi 
Some  hollow  things  fit  into  each  other  because  they  a,re  the  same  shape,  and 
others  of  the  same  shape  are  not  the  right  size  to  fit  together. 

All  of  tliese  things  and  millions  more  you  and  I  learned  long  before  we 
were  interested  in  ABC  blocks,  a  doll  house,  an  electric  train,  or  a  dump 
truck,  and  x^e  learned  them  very  largely  from  our  playthings.    Of  course  empty 
spools,  boxes,  discarded  kitchen  utensils,  keys  that  unlock  nothing,  and  lots 
of  other  things  that  are  on  hand  in  every  home  and  so  cost  no  cash  afford  a 
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very  young  child  lots  of  pleasure  and  lee^rninc  experiences.    Bv.t  there  are  deliglat^ 
ful  toys,  too,  that  teach  hin  the  feel,  the  look,  the  weight,  and  the  color  of 
things,  and  provide  fascinating  entertainment  neanwhile.    And  for  the  older 
children  there  are  other  toys  tha.t  are  fim  for  make-believe  goxies,  for  building 
and  other  creative  play,  ajid  for  every  other  type. 

I  can't  describe  in  detail  toys  of  each  kind  that  will  "be  suitable  for 
every  age,   but  your  library  v'iH  have  good  bdoks  or  bulletins  that  will  give  you 
Such  information  if  you  want.it.    Your  o^m  State  University  or  extension  service 
may  have  published  pamphlets .     Such  oi'ganizations  as  the  American  Association  of 
University  Uomen  and  the  A^Aevicen  Child  Health  Association  has  printed  material 
you  will  doubtless  find  in  your  library.     I  just  hope  th-at  if  you  are  still  not 
through  with  your  Christmas  shopping  for  children,  you  will  give  special  thouf-ght 
and  if  necessary,'-  special  study  to  your  choice.    If  you  v/ere  listening  in  at  this 
time  a  month  ago  you  heard  me  make  just  the  same  sort  of  plea  about  selecting 
"b 0 oks  for  child/ren.    The  illustrator  and  the  mblisher  as  well  as  the  author 
make  a  great  difference  in  the  book,  so  laiow  your' EDIT  I  Oil  before  you  buy.  Some 
of  the  organizations  that  have  written  about  playthings  have  .also  written  about 
books .  ■ 

■■Jhcat  is  trae  of  shopioing  for  children  is  true  p.Iso  of  shopping  for  growiv- 
ups.    We  all  ho.ve  friond.s  who  seeni  to  ho,ve  a  knack  for  selecting  presents,  and 
we  all  Imow  people  who  moke  the  most  hopeless  choices.    It  t?k:es  time  and  thought 
to  get  jxist  the  right  thing,  but  it  doesn't  necessarily  take  much  money .  Some- 
times it  is  easj^  to  think  df  the  gift  tho.t  is  just  right,  —  something  a  friend 
has  '-^ished  for  or  needed,  and  didn't  do,re  get  for  herself.    Try  to  make  this  the 
most  satisfying  Christmas  your  friends,  your  children,  and  the  rest  of  your 
family  ha.ye  ever  Imowh  because  you  make  no  mistakes  in  selecting  their  gifts. 

I  have  no  bulletin  to  offer  you  tod.ay  but  you  may  have  a  copy  of.  this 
taJk  if  you  ^"'ish  it,    T7rite  to  your  station  or  the  United  States  Departm.ent  of 
Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C,  for  'the  radio  talk  on  Selecting  the  Eight 
Christmcas  Gift. 

G-oodbyc,  Homemakers,  until  December  24th  I 


